CHRISTIANITY AND  ISLAM

Anti-Christian fanaticism there was there-
fore none. Even in early years Muhamme-
dans never refused to worship in the same
buildings as Christians. The various insult-
ing regulations which tradition represents
Christians as forced to endure were directed
not so much against the adherents of another
faith as against the barely tolerated in-
habitants of a subjugated state. It is true
that the distinction is often difficult to
observe, as religion and nationality were
one and the same thing to Muhammedans.
In any case religious animosity was a very
subordinate phenomenon. It was a gradual
development and seems to me to have made
a spasmodic beginning in the first century
under the influence of ideas adopted from
Christianity. It may seem paradoxical to
assert that it was Christian influence which
first stirred Islam to religious animosity
and armed it with the sword against Chris-
tianity, but the hypothesis becomes highly
probable when we have realised the in-